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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This action is in response to amendment filed by the applicant on 1/24/2008, 
wherein claims 1, 6, 7, 16 and 21 were amended. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Baerlocher (US Patent Publication 2003/0060266). 

Claims 1 , 7: Baerlocher discloses of a gaming machine with a secondary game 
comprising accepting a wager, comparing the wager to a pre-selected wager threshold 
(or a trigger condition) and initiating the secondary (bonus) game when the accepted 
wager equals the pre-selected wager threshold, wherein the initialization of the bonus 
game occurs when the wagered amount crosses a threshold (or a trigger condition) 
(0061-0062 & 0065). 

Claim 2: Baerlocher discloses of accepting a wager to play the base 
(primary) game (0032). 

Claims 3, 20: Baerlocher discloses initiating the secondary (bonus) game when 
the accepted wager equals the pre-selected wager threshold (0061-0062 & 0064). 
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Claim 4: Baerlocher discloses comparing the accepted wager to a maximum 
wager (0073). 

Claim 5: Baerlocher discloses comparing the accepted wager to an amount 
less than a maximum wager (0067-0068). 

Claim 8: Baerlocher discloses of a first indicator for primary game and a 
second indicator for a secondary game (0035-0037). 

Claim 9: Baerlocher discloses of reel being an indicator (0032). 

Claim 1 0: Baerlocher discloses of wheel being a second indicator (0032). 

Claims 11, 13: Baerlocher discloses the prestored trigger being a wager 
type or amount (0061-0062). 

Claim 1 2: Baerlocher discloses that the wager type is a maximum wager 
amount (0073). 

Claim 14: Baerlocher discloses that the prestored trigger is a wager source 
(wherein the wager source is the source which evokes machine into action 0061-0062). 

Claim 1 6: Baerlocher discloses of a gaming machine with a secondary game 
comprising accepting a wager on primary or base game, comparing the wager to a pre- 
selected wager threshold (or a trigger condition) and initiating the secondary (bonus) 
game when the accepted wager equals the pre-selected wager threshold (or a trigger 
condition) (0061-0062 & 0064). Baerlocher also discloses of reporting the winning of 
each game back to the players to display the total winnings (0036, 0044). 

Claims 1 7-1 9: Baerlocher discloses that the first outcome is the primary 
game outcome and secondary outcome is the secondary or bonus game outcome, and 
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any combination thereof with the primary and the secondary game outcomes (0036- 
0044 & 000061-0065). 

Claim 21 : Baerlocher discloses of a server couple to plurality of gaming 
machines (0039). Baerlocher also discloses of a gaming machine with a secondary 
game comprising accepting a wager, comparing the wager to a pre-selected wager 
threshold (or a trigger condition) and initiating the secondary (bonus) game when the 
accepted wager equals the pre-selected wager threshold (or a trigger condition) (0061- 
0062 & 0064). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baerlocher as applied to claims above, and further in view of Feinberg (US Patent 
5,910,048). 

Claim 6: Baerlocher teaches of a gaming machine with a secondary game 
comprising accepting a wager, comparing the wager to a pre-selected wager threshold 
and initiating the secondary (bonus) game when the accepted wager equals the pre- 
selected wager threshold, wherein the initialization of the bonus game occurs when the 
wagered amount crosses a threshold (or a trigger condition) (0061-0062 & 0065), 
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however Baerlocher fails to teach a player tracking card, used by the player during the 
game play. 

Feinberg teaches of player tracking card, which is inserted into the gaming 
machine, wherein the gaming machine, includes a play counter, which tracks the 
amount of money paid into the slot machine by the player (col. 3: 41-46). It would have 
been obvious for one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
modified Baerlocher to include a player tracking card, which tracks the amount of 
money paid into the gaming machine by the players, to track the amount played by the 
player (col. 1: 50-52) 

Claim 1 5: Feinberg teaches that the wager source is a player-tracking card 
(col. 3:42-50). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/24/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the Baerlocher doe not describe nor suggest initiating 
a secondary game when an accepted wager equals a pre-selected wager threshold. 
The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. As discussed above, 
Baerlocher discloses of different embodiments used to initiate bonus round or bonus 
play (secondary play) on the said gaming machine, including a wager dependent bonus 
activation, where, as disclosed above, the bonus round trigger is activated when a 
certain amount of money is deposited by the player, thus surpassing the barrier required 
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by the machine to initiate the bonus play (see rejection above, other embodiments 
disclosed by the reference of Baerlocher are additional ways to achieve bonus play on 
the machine and are not required to be necessary in order to achieve the initial Wager 
dependent bonus game, as stated by the independent claims) 

Regarding the applicant's arguments that Baerlocher does not describe not 
suggest a controller structured to initiate the secondary game responsive to a signal 
received from a determiner. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant. As 
disclosed in figure 2 and also in paragraphs 35-36, Baerlocher teaches of a processor, 
a memory connected to the processor, wherein the memory holds game programs 
which controls the gaming device so that the play on the gaming machine occurs with 
applicable game rules and pay-tables. Thus, Baerlocher, inherently disclose of a 
processor adapted to keeps count of all the wagers submitted by the player at the 
gaming machine, and when the submitted amount exceeds the required amount, the 
processor activates the bonus round (secondary game). 



Examiner's Note 

Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider 
the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as 
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well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the 
examiner. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SUNIT PANDYA whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on 571-272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robert E Pezzuto/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 
SP 



